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disenfranchisement of most in that minority among the Catholic
Irish which had possessed the vote before 1829.
What the effect was on Ireland is best understood when we
note that the numbers possessed of the vote fell from 200,000
to 26,000. An extension of the suffrage would have tamed or
lessened political excitement in Ireland; so violent and sudden
a diminution of it left everything to agitation and mass action.
It was the disenfranchisement of that large minority in Ireland,
hitherto possessed of the vote, which led to the monster meetings
and the consequent anxiety of the English Government.
Daniel O'Connell had behind him the mass of the population;
his Repeal Association was formed on the Catholic Association
which had obtained Catholic Emancipation from the reluctant
Protestant Government by a threat of violence. Now once
more there came the great meetings in the Irish towns, and the
threat to make a coalition of such into one monster demonstra-
tion. All the machinery was set going for obtaining from
England a concession which could only be obtained by the
threat of civil war.
But Daniel O'Connell was himself opposed now, as he had
been opposed in the first movement, to so much as the risk of
bloodshed.   He suffered therefore the fate which all suffer who,
desiring the end, do not desire the means.   There was fixed
for Sunday, October 8, 1843, a meeting at Clontarf, outside
Dublin, to which perhaps a quarter of a million people would
have come.   The English Government forbade the meeting by
a proclamation which appeared on all the walls.   But it would
have had little effect save for O'ConnelTs own action: he
advised his people not to come, and not to threaten violence*
They obeyed;  but the consequence was that O'Connell lost
the leadership of the Irish people;   he was no longer "the
Liberator."    A much more important consequence was that
English aristocratic opinion, much of which had been in favour
of Catholic Emancipation but all of which was opposed to the
repeal of the Union, regarded the affair as a trial of strength
which had ended in a conclusive victory.    It was taken for
granted that in future nothing need be done to conciliate Irish
opinion and that force would suffice—with the result that for
a full lifetime that doctrine prevailed.
It was accepted with the greater certainty because followmg
immediately upon the failure of the movement for repeal came
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